Obituary
========

On July 25, 2013 Prof. Dr. med. Urs Heim passed away. With him one of the grand personalities of European trauma and orthopedic surgery left us. His work and his aura went far beyond the borders of his native country Switzerland.

Urs Heim (Figure 1 [(Fig. 1)](#F1){ref-type="fig"}) was born on April 4, 1924 in Zurich. After attending school in Switzerland and France he started his studies in the field of human medicine in the 40s of the 20th century. Years of privation, a time of social and political unrest. In 1949 he finished his studies and started his career as a medical doctor.

Already the early years were characterised by a phenomenon that accompanied Urs Heim through his complete life: To think outside the box in order to see the bigger picture. Asked for his special fields he named later: Experimental surgery, internal medicine, surgery, urology, traumatology, medical history \... Even when he already was representative of another famous protagonist of European traumatology, Prof. Dr. M. Allgöwer, he found the time to become a specialist in urology.

From the beginning of the 70s of the 20th century his work was more and more determined by his duties within the AO. Initially on national niveau, later on the international level. At the end he represented the AO International as president between 1988 and 1993.

The numerous (honorary) memberships in well known national and international scientific societies would break the mould of this obituary. Nevertheless one thing is obvious: His person, his personality, his knowledge and his advice have always been highly coveted.

The books published by Urs Heim have been considered to be basic references in the field of trauma surgery. They show his profound and extensive traumatological knowledge. For his book "The AO Phenomenon" he was honored with the Georg-Friedrich-Louis-Stromeyer Medal by the German Society of Trauma Surgeons.

Dear Urs, you have always been a faithful friend, loyal colleague and a wise advisor.

We miss you.
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